Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.135; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.2.
In the title compound, C 24 H 25 NO 8 S, the indole unit is planar and makes a dihedral angle of 79.73 (11) with the phenyl ring of the sulfonyl substituent. The molecules in the unit cell are stabilized by C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á Á intermolecular interactions in addition to van der Waals forces.
Related literature
For the bological activity and applications of indole derivatives, see: Ho et al. (1986) ; Rajeswaran et al. (1999) ; Stevenson et al. (2000) . For the Thorpe-Ingold effect, see: Bassindale (1984) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Stevenson et al., 2000) and they exibit anti-allergic, central nervous system depressant and muscle relaxant properties (Ho et al., 1986) . Indoles also have been proved to display high aldose reductase inhibitory activity (Rajeswaran et al., 1999) . 
To a stirred solution of dimethyl 2-(2-methyl-1-(phenylsulfonyl)-1H-indol-3-yl) maleate (0.4 g, 0.96 mmol) in dry DMF (1.5 ml), dimethyl acetamide dimethyl acetal (257 mg, 1.9 mmol) was added. Reaction mixture was heated to 110° C for 3hrs under nitrogen atmosphere. Then it was poured to 2% aqueous HCl (15 ml) solution and extracted with CHCl 3 . Organic layer was dried over Na 2 SO 4 and evaporated. The crude compound was recrystallized from methanol.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C methyl ) and 1.2U eq (C). The components of the anisotropic displacement parameters of C11 and C12 in the direction of the bond between them were restrained to be equal within an effective standard deviation of 0.001. 
